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Hearing aids are an electronic device that amplifies sound at 
different levels for different pitches. A hearing aid consists of 
a microphone, amplifier and receiver. 

1. Microphone – an electronic device that picks up sound (an 
acoustical signal) and changes it to an electrical signal in the 
hearing aid 

2. There are several types of microphones which can be used in 
hearing aids. Some microphones can assist with listening in 
background noise. Ask an audiologist for more information. 

3. Amplifier – an electrical device that makes the sound which was 
changed into an electrical signal larger (creating a louder signal) 

4. Receiver – an electronic device that changes the electrical signal 
back to sound (an acoustical signal) 

For more information contact: 
UIC Division of Specialized Care 
for Children 
2815 West Washington, Suite 300 
P.O. Box 19481 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9481 
Voice (217) 793-2350 
Toll Free/TTY (800) 322-3722 

www.illinoissoundbeginnings.org 




